It will be remembered that the idea of the Royal founder of this Fund was to help the already existing hospitals, rather than to build new ones; and the assistance that has been given has been bestowed at an infinitely less cost than would have been the case had the method of building new institutions been the one selected. The Fund found hundreds of beds closed for want of money; by means of the abovementioned awards it has enabled nearly three hundred of these to be re-opened, thus providing for the in-treatment of an average of 1,000 additional patients for each year of its existence. This is reckoned on the usually accepted average of fourteen patients to each bed per year.
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